^34l         War declared against Scindiah            [1803
Litde knowing that he was heading for a war which was to
place him upon the first rung of the ladder of military fame,
Arthur Wellesley, as ever, used his influence in the cause
of peace, and passed many weeks of patient negotiation
in an endeavour to persuade the Mahratta chiefs to give
up their war-like intentions and retire from the Nizam's
frontier.
But it was of no avail; they would neither withdraw nor
explain their intentions, and on August 6th Major-General
Wellesley was obliged to declare war.
" I offered you peace on terms of equality, and honourable
to all parties/* he told them; " you have chosen war, and are
responsible for all consequences." x
War having been declared, General Stuart, the Commander-
in-Chief of the Madras army, with great magnanimity left the
scene of action and went to Madras, in order to leave his
junior a clear field.
The experience gained by Major-General Wellesley during his former
operations in the Mahratta territories [he wrote the Governor-General],
the extensive knowledge and influence which he has acquired in the
present campaign, and his eminent military talents enable him better than
any other officer to prosecute with success the service which he has
hitherto conducted with so much ability; and I have chosen to relinquish
the gratification which I should derive from the command of an army,
probably destined to undertake very distinguished services, in order to
continue that important charge in the hands of the officer best qualified
in my judgement to exercise it with advantage to the public.2
Thus the noble-minded Stuart; small wonder that he held
so warm a place in Arthur Wellesley's heart; "... I owe
everything ", he stated before he left India," to his confidence,
his fevourable opinion, and his support. I feel for him an
affection and gratitude which I cannot describe. . . ." a
General Wellesley commenced operations with the siege
of Ahmednuggur, which fell into his hands on August izth.
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